
Making my own beach bag
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Materials
• 1 piece heavyweight fabric, 1 m x 

55 cm (for a bag approximately 40 
cm high and 52 cm wide)

• 1 piece fabric for the lining, 1 m x 
55 cm (or just another colour so 
that the bag is reversible)

• 2 strips material for handles—e.g., 
2 strips of 4 cm belting x 55 cm 
long each

Equipment
• Pencil or fabric marker

• 8 cm x 8 cm paper square

• Dressmaking scissors

• Pins

• Iron and ironing board

• Sewing machine and thread
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Instructions
Preparation
1. Wash and iron your fabric and lining

2. Cut the fabric and the lining to size.

3. Fold each piece of fabric in half (right side in—
wrong side out) so it is 50 cm x 55 cm when 
folded.

7. Take each corner and pull the fabric apart—folding 
it until you see the two marked lines line up. This 
is your next seam!

8. Make sure your fold is even on both sides and pin 
in place. Do this for both sides.

12. Fold a 2.5 cm flap all around the top of the lining, 
pin in place and iron it. 

13. Sew all the way around the top of the lining, close 
to the fold.

4. Sew along both edges from the fold to the cut 
edge—but leave the top open.

5. Sew them again to make sure they are strong.

6. In each corner (at the bottom of the bag), take the 
8 cm paper square and line it up to the stitched 
seam at the side (not the edge of the fabric) and 
to the fold at the bottom—then trace with a fabric 
marker. Do this on both sides of the fabric, four 
times in total. 

9. Sew along the marked line. 

10. Sew it again to make it strong.

11. Cut the excess fabric point off, leaving a seam 
allowance.

Making the lining of the bag 
(Working on the lining first will let you practise 
techniques before sewing the outer fabric)

Note: Use 1.5 cm seam allowances throughout.
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14. Repeat steps 4–13 using the material for the 
outside of the bag.

19. Measure approximately 11 cm from each edge 
of the front of the bag. Mark with a pin and pin 
one of the handles in place, in between the outer 
fabric and the lining at least 2.5 cm deep.

Finished
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15. Turn the outer fabric right side out. Leave the 
lining inside out.

16. Place the lining fabric inside the outer fabric. 
Smooth it into place—they should match up nicely.

17. Line up the top edges of the bag and the lining so 
that the seams are also lined up.

18. Pin the edges together. 

20. Repeat for the back of the bag.

21. Sew the bag and the lining fabrics together all 
the way round the top of the bag. Do two rows 
of stitching, one close to the edge and the other 
about 1.5 cm from the top.

22. Sew back and forth over the handles a few times 
to secure them firmly. 

Making the bag

Assembling the bag

Attaching the handles
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