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About the design challenge
The design challenge centres around:

• developing introductory knowledge about skin 
cancer and sun safety

• a design challenge that requires students to design, 
present fashion illustrations for and make a sun-safe 
garment or outfit in accordance with the demands 
of one of four design options:

- Indigo magic

- Daywear—Digital print

- Street wear—Embellished bomber jacket

- Resort wear—Dyeing for the sun

No budget is set in the design constraints; the decision 
as to whether or not to include a budget and what it 
might be is left to the teacher. An option could be to 
add a constraint that students must use recycled fabric.

Student resources are provided to support the design 
challenge but it is expected that students in Years 11 
and 12 would go beyond the resources provided. Two 
checklists are also provided for students to keep track 
of their progress—one with supporting resources listed 
and the other without the list so that teachers can 
choose which best suits their needs. 

What students submit
• Management/project plan

• The garment or garments that have been created

• A folio that documents evidence of: 

- knowledge and understanding related to skin 
cancer and sun safety and to on-trend looks 
that are sun savvy

- the processes undertaken in the development, 
production and critique of their garment/s. 

 The specific requirements are documented in 
Design challenge 5: Making sun-safe clothing 
fashionable.

Suggested word limit is 800–1000 words for Year 11 
students and 1000–1500 words for Year 12 students.

Making sun-safe 
clothing fashionable

This design challenge is aimed at Years 11 and 12 students in Australian schools. 
The purpose of the challenge is to increase students’ understanding of skin cancer and sun safety, and 
to promote their active, positive engagement in sun-protective actions related to clothing and fashion by 
designing and making a sun-savvy garment or outfit in accordance with their choice from four design options.
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http://www.fashionforthesun.com.au/WORK_FILES/DC5_Making_sun-safe_clothing_fashionable.pdf
http://www.fashionforthesun.com.au/WORK_FILES/DC5_Making_sun-safe_clothing_fashionable.pdf
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Assessment
The assessment would be guided by the relevant state 
or territory requirements but students’ responses 
would typically be assessed on evidence of:

Knowledge and understanding of:

• skin cancer and sun safety

• how fabric characteristics and fashion design 
features influence design decisions related to sun-
protective clothing

• current trend looks that have a high level of sun 
safety in their design.

Reasoning and communicating processes:

• Planning and management of resources including 
production planning for the garment/s. 

• Investigation data analysis, discussion and 
outcomes

• The effectiveness and justification of the design 
solution

• How well the design solution was communicated 
(the annotated illustrations).

Practical performance:

• The quality of the completed garment.

Some suggested learning experiences 
for the design challenge 
Please see:

• Teacher notes 1: Establishing knowledge about 
skin cancer and sun safety.

• Teacher notes 9: Overview of the Years 11 and 12 
suite of materials. 
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Checklist 1

The following is a summary of what you will be doing. 
Use it as a checklist to keep track of your progress.

Phase Task Tick when 
completed

Planning • Develop a management/project plan to ensure that you complete:

- a folio that documents evidence of learning

- the garment or outfit in accordance with your chosen design option.

• Record relevant reflections throughout the process.

Investigating • Investigate skin cancer, its links to the sun’s ultra-violet (UV) rays, and the key 
messages for sun safety as they pertain to clothing, hats and sunglasses.

• Investigate and evaluate fashion design features in terms of how sun savvy they are.

• Investigate and evaluate fabric characteristics to determine those that give the 
best sun protection.

• Analyse current trend looks that have high level of sun safety in their design.

• Investigate any special demands of your chosen challenge, for example, types of 
fabric, related trends, techniques.

Defining the 
client or target 
market’s 
needs

• Develop a mood/image board to reflect the requirements of the design challenge 
and your investigations.

Designing • Design a solution that satisfies the constraints of the design challenge, including 
incorporating sun-safe design.

• Select fabrics (include samples in your folio)

Communicating 
designs

• Develop annotated trade sketches and/or fashion illustrations for your design 
solution.

Justifying • Justify your design decisions in relation to the constraints of the design 
challenge.

• Justify your fabric choice/s in relation to functional and aesthetic requirements, 
including sun-safety.

Producing • Develop and implement a production plan for the construction of the garment/s.  

• Test and/or trial techniques as required to learn, develop and refine skills.

• Produce your garment.

Evaluating • Evaluate:

- your design solution

- the quality of your finished garment in terms of skill and impact on the overall 
appearance of the design.
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What to submit 
• The garment or garments that have been 

created

• A folio that documents:

- project planning and management

- evidence of introductory knowledge about 
skin cancer and sun safety

- evidence of knowledge of on-trend looks 
that are sun-savvy

- the investigations, analyses and evaluations 
that led to your design

- a mood/image board

- annotated trade sketches and/or fashion 
illustrations of the design solution, clearly 
showing the fabrics used

- justification of design decisions and fabric 
choices

- production planning for the production 
of the design solution, including the 
exploration, use, development, refinement, 
justification and evaluation of skills to make 
the garment. 

 Suggested word limit is 800–1000 words for 
Year 11 students and 1000–1500 words for Year 
12 students.

Assessment
Your response will be assessed on evidence of:

Knowledge and understanding of:

• skin cancer and sun safety

• how fabric characteristics and fashion design 
features influence design decisions related to 
sun-protective clothing

• current trend looks that have a high level of sun 
safety in their design.

Reasoning and communicating processes:

• Project planning and management, including 
production planning for the production of the 
design solution

• Investigation data analysis, discussion and 
outcomes

• The eff ectiveness of your design solution

• How well you communicated your design 
solution (your annotated illustrations)

• Justification of the design decisions.

Practical performance:

• The quality of the completed garment.
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Option 3: Street wear—Embellished bomber jacket
Context:

For winter and autumn a new jacket is the wardrobe staple and style investment, whether you are planning a 
snow-skiing holiday or just jazzing up your winter wardrobe. The bomber jacket—a key seventies and eighties 
trend—is now enjoying a resurgence in popularity, thanks to the variety of shapes, textures and colourways 
that the new-trend bomber has to off er. Whether dressed up or down, this is the must-own style for the new 
season. A bomber jacket is ideal for your upcoming trip to the ski slopes—but beware, the high altitude means 
increased risk of sun-induced skin damage, since UV radiation exposure increases 4 to 5 per cent for every 
1 000 feet above sea level (Skin Cancer Foundation, 2015). And even if you’re not heading to the ski slopes, 
beware of that winter sun! Because you live in Australia you should be concerned about a balance between a 
healthy outdoor lifestyle and skin protection.

Design challenge

Design and make a bomber jacket and complete the look with a skirt, shorts or pants to make a versatile 
outfit to suit your fashion personality and clothing needs. Your design must embrace the Cancer Council’s sun-
smart principles.

Note: 

You will need to research fabric and design choices for sun protection to achieve the best result for this task.

Option 4: Resort wear—Dyeing for the sun
Context

Fashion is a constantly borrowing and evolving—what was once old will be redesigned and invented in new 
and interesting ways. This time around, designers have made dyeing totally grown-up and not simply a hippy 
revival. Graduated colouring adds an exclusive, craft ed and lively aspect to fabrics and garments and reflects 
many moods. With the explosion of DIY tutorials and Pinterest, there is no end to the sources of inspiration. 
With a summer holiday booked for January, you are inspired to design and make a resort-wear look for your 
holiday, thus adding versatile piece/s to your wardrobe. And because you live in Australia, you are concerned 
about the balance between a healthy outdoor lifestyle and skin protection. 

Design challenge

Design and make a resort-wear look for your planned holiday. Incorporate an on-trend dyeing technique and 
embrace the Cancer Council’s sun-safe principles.

Note: 

You will need to research dyeing techniques, and fabric and design choices for sun protection to achieve the 
best result for this task.
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http://www.fashionforthesun.com.au/WORK_FILES/TN1_Establishing_knowledge_about_skin_cancer_and_sun_safety.pdf
http://www.fashionforthesun.com.au/WORK_FILES/TN1_Establishing_knowledge_about_skin_cancer_and_sun_safety.pdf
http://www.fashionforthesun.com.au/WORK_FILES/TN9_Overview_of_the_Years_11_and_12_suite_of_materials.pdf
http://www.fashionforthesun.com.au/WORK_FILES/TN9_Overview_of_the_Years_11_and_12_suite_of_materials.pdf

